
John Richard Cathey
June 13, 1933 - April 15, 2020

John Richard Cathey was born June 13, 1933 in Pauls Valley, OK, to John A.
and Hazel B. Cathey and died on April 15, 2020 in Durant, OK, at the age of
86. John grew up in Pauls Valley and graduated high school there in 1951.
Upon graduation, he attended Cameron University in Lawton, OK, for a short
time before moving to Stillwater, OK to attend Oklahoma State University. He
was drafted into the U.S. Army in August of 1953 at the end of the Korean
War. He was fortunate to serve all his time stateside in Ft. Belvoir, VA, and Ft.
Bragg, NC. After his discharge in June, 1955, he returned to the Lyndsey, OK,
area and worked in the oilfield. During this time, he met his long-time love,
Wynona Wigley. On August 22, 1958, they married and shared 61+ years of
memories together. They immediately moved to Okmulgee, OK, where he
received a Certificate of Drafting from Oklahoma State Tech. This was the
background for his long-term career as an abstractor and title insurance
professional. 
John worked for and managed companies in Oklahoma City and Andarko
before moving to Durant, OK in 1977 to purchase and operate Bryan County
Abstract Company. Throughout his title career, he held many offices both for
the Oklahoma Land Title Association (OLTA) and the American Land Title
Association (ALTA). He served both associations as President and was
involved with many committees for both. One of his biggest passions was
serving on the legislative side of the industry. He logged many hours on the
phone and in person with politicians and lobbyists at the Oklahoma State



Capitol and in Washington, DC. One of John’s proudest accomplishments to
him personally was his involvement in the formation of TIAC (Title Insurance
Assurance Company), a leading errors and omissions insurance company for
the industry. His service with ALTA allowed he and Wynona to visit many state
conventions and form long lasting friendships nationwide. John’s work with the
OLTA and ALTA and his vast knowledge of the title industry made him very
well respected with his peers. It was this respect that earned him the honor of
being the first “Bill Gill Title Award” recipient in 1989. After his retirement from
BCAC in 1997, he owned and operated Cathey Consultants and continued his
work in that capacity until his death. 

 John was always heavily involved in local civic work as well and served
Durant as a City Councilman and a long-time member and chairman of the
Durant Industrial Authority (DIA). His work with the DIA helped to bring Durant
infrastructure such as Durant Lake and new airport facilities and such
businesses as Big Lots, Cardinal Glass and Eagle Suspension. His
knowledge will be sorely missed by many. 

 He enjoyed many rounds of golf and was proud of his 3 hole-in-ones on the
Durant Country Club course. John also spent countless hours planting and
tending to the beautiful flowers and plants at he and Wynona’s Durant home. 
He is preceded in death by his parents, John A. and Hazel B. Cathey, and a
brother, Harve Cathey. He is survived by his wife, Wynona, sons, David
Cathey and wife, Deanna, and Scott Cathey and wife, Melissa, and cherished
grandchildren, Michael Cathey and Lauren Cathey, all of Durant. Private
family service will be held.
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January 08, 2023 at 11:32 PM

John Richard Cathey

Betsy Wright - April 21, 2020 at 12:53 PM

John was always an icon in the community--
smart as can be and always a hard worker. I
am so sorry to hear of his passing and send
my condolences.

  
Betsy Wright.

April 20, 2020 at 04:30 PM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
John Richard Cathey.

Carolyn Mens - April 20, 2020 at 08:17 AM

I did not have the privilege of knowing John Cathey. But I know he
raised a wonderful family. Prayers for David, Melissa and the other
family members during the days ahead. My sincere condolences.
Sending virtual hugs Carolyn Mens

https://www.brownsfuneralservice.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.brownsfuneralservice.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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David Steed - April 19, 2020 at 10:12 PM

I met John in 1982 and throughout my years in the title industry I
always thought of him as a friend and mentor. Even after leaving the
industry I enjoyed visiting with him and Wynona from time to time.
He will be missed by many of us that learned from him and were
able to call him a friend. 
David & Trudy Steed

Oden Grube - April 19, 2020 at 09:45 PM

John was a very intelligent, energetic man. I thought a lot of John.
Rest In Peace John Cathey!

Paul Buntz - April 19, 2020 at 12:03 AM

John was a great public servant. He served on
the Durant City Council back in the 1980's and
served many years on the Durant Industrial
Authority as Chairman during times of great
economic growth. He had a wealth of
knowledge of real estate in Bryan County and
he donated many hours of service to improving the economy in the
City of Durant.

  
Paul Buntz, April 18, 2020

Mark Morrison - April 16, 2020 at 11:31 PM

Rest In Peace my friend. Thanks for all the patience with a young
title lawyer and the continued lessons over the years.
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Lesa Rochelle - April 18, 2020 at 09:20 PM

So sorry for your loss. John and Wynona hired me many years ago
when I needed a job. Worked for them for many years.


