
William Leroy "Bill" Burkhalter
October 14, 1948 - February 25, 2022

William Leroy “Bill” Burkhalter was born in Durant, Oklahoma on the 14th of October 1948.
He lost his hard-fought battle with cancer on the 25th of February 2022 at his home in
Durant, Oklahoma. He was the eldest of the five children of Cochran LRoy and Imateen
Benedict Burkhalter. 

He graduated from Borger High School as a part of the class of 1967. He served his
country during the Vietnam War as a member of the U.S. Navy from 1969-1973. During
his service, he had his son, Michael Kelly Burkhalter. After returning home he worked as
an engineer at Texas Instruments while attending Southeastern Oklahoma State
University. He earned his bachelor’s degree in Education in 1978 and began his career as
a public school history teacher and athletic coach. Coach Burk, as his students knew him,
taught all aspects of history and government as well as coached football, basketball,
tennis, and track. It was during this time he met his wife of 28 years, Cindy Lee Gateley. A
few years later they welcomed their daughter, Amy Leigh Burkhalter, into the family. In
2006, after 17 years of service, he retired from Hugo Public Schools. A lifelong lover of
music, he wrote over 300 songs and spent most of his time in his music room. He taught
himself how to play the guitar, piano, drums, and any other instrument you set in front of
him. He also would often be found at the local golf course or fishing out by his pond. 

He is proceeded in death by his father, Cochran LRoy Burkhalter, his mother, Imateen
Benedict Burkhalter, and sister, Rebecca Ann Burkhalter. 

He is survived by his wife Cindy of the home; son Kelly and wife Kellie of Corinth, TX;
daughter Amy of Tulsa; brother Dewey and wife Sylvia of Waxahachie, TX; brother
Rodney and wife Sheryl of Durant; brother Brian and wife Latisha of Durant; uncle Keiller
and wife Linda of Calera; grandchildren Kacie and Kaden of Corinth, TX; as well as
numerous nieces, nephews, and cousins. 

His memorial service will take place on the 1st of March 2022 at Brown’s Funeral Service
at 10am. A family night will take place the previous Monday, February 28th, from 5pm-



7pm. He will be interred at Highland Cemetery in Durant, OK alongside his family. 
 

https://www.tributeslides.com/tributes/show/5F97WL3J9RNR992H



Cemetery Details

Highland Cemetery

1620 Cemetery Rd
Durant, OK

Previous Events

Family Visitation

FEB 28. 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM (CT)

Brown's Funeral Service - Durant
4900 West US Hwy 70
Durant, OK 74701
(580) 920-0393
info@brownsfuneralservice.com
https://www.brownsfuneralservice.com/

Celebration of Life

MAR 1. 10:00 AM (CT)

Brown's Funeral Service - Durant
4900 West US Hwy 70
Durant, OK 74701
(580) 920-0393
info@brownsfuneralservice.com
https://www.brownsfuneralservice.com/

mailto:info@brownsfuneralservice.com
https://www.brownsfuneralservice.com/
mailto:info@brownsfuneralservice.com
https://www.brownsfuneralservice.com/
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Brown's Durant Funeral Service - February 28, 2022 at 01:49 PM

Brown's Durant Funeral Service created a Tribute Video in memory of William
Leroy "Bill" Burkhalter

January 08, 2023 at 11:32 PM

William Leroy "Bill" Burkhalter

Kenney Attkisson - April 05, 2022 at 03:11 PM

Served at Binh Thuy, Vietnam with Bill. We ran LCM boats of ammo, etc. . Good
guy. I had the honor of his company a few weeks before he passed. My father
was born near Hugo, but I grew up in central Illinois. God bless our vets. Kenney
Attkisson Canton, Illinois 61520

February 27, 2022 at 04:53 PM

With Distinction was purchased for the family of William Leroy
"Bill" Burkhalter.

https://www.brownsfuneralservice.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1467&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.brownsfuneralservice.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1467&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

